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THE CRYSTAL BALL. 

Our Christmas entertainment to be 
presented to the public Dee. 27th is 
entitled ‘‘The Crystal Ball’’, a fairy- 
land entertainment in three acts. 

Act. I is laid in the public square of 
Noland all prepared for the festivities 
of the day, which is the twentieth 
anniversary of the coronation of the 
king and queen. It is just before 


ion. They are very angry because 
they have not received an invitation 
to join in the festivities and are now 
planning revenge. 

‘*When one’s conspiring one must be 


bold, 
Fear not and do the deeds he’s told, 


His conscience tough, his hands be free 

To do the deeds of villiany— 

Our motto is Revenge,”’ 
is the song to which they enter. 

They soon retire with much caution 
and stealth. 

Now enter the citizens of Noland led 
by the character of the Act, Baron 
Pompous. 

The festivities are carried thru with 
much vim. Brownies, flowers, rep- 
resentatives of various nations, news- 
boys and bootblacks, the fairies led 
by their queen and the games and 
sports all give some form of entertain- 
ment for their Majesties, and at the 
close the Fairy Queen presents them 
with the wonderful talisman ‘The 
Crystal Ball.’’ 

The final chorus ‘*Noland, my 
Heart”’ is then sung and all mareh out 
in procession. In the hurry and 
confusion the Crystal Ball is for- 
gotten. King Ferdinand — hurries 
captured 


back to get it and is 


by the gnomes who earry him off to 
their cave, taking also the Crystal 
Ball. 

The Queen calls upon all to form an 
army and march to the reseue of their 
king, to which there is hearty response 
and even the ‘‘Amalgamated Society 
of Road Travelers’? led by Weary 
Willie offers its services. 


Act II isin the cave of the gnomes. 

The King of Noland is treated with 
all sorts of indignities and is finally 
sentenced to death. About this time 
spies enter to say that the army of the 
Queen approaches. <A_ great battle 
follows and thanks to the powers of 
the Fairy Queen the Nolands win. 

The Gnomes are sentenced to spend 
their days in the depths of the earth 
and nevermore to appear to mortal 
eyes. 

Act III brings all of the characters 
upon the stage and winds up witha 
beautiful tableaux following the grand 
chorus of voiees singing ‘‘Noland my 
Heart.’’ 
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On Monday (Christmas) night the 
“Crystal Ball’? will be given for the 
children of the Training School only. 
Arrangements have been made with 
the King of Noland and many of his 
subjects will be present, also a num- 
ber of fairies and pixies. Gnomes are 
warned to keep away. 


THE CRYSTAL BALL 
Wed. Dec. 27, 


Admission 25 cents. 
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HOW WE TEACH DEFECTIVE 
CHILDREN. 


In presenting any subject to the de- 
fective child, whether it be along men- 
tal or manual lines, the first consider- 
ation should be that it (or in- 
terwoven with its development) shall 
be a something familiar, and if possi- 
ble particularly interesting, and 
clearly discernible to the child. 

This subjective lesson should always 
be chosen judiciously; for example, in 
presenting a group lesson it is better 
to give it with pop-corn, peanuts, etc,, 
allowing the children having correct 
lessons to eat up their problems, than 
to give it in the old-fashioned way 
with shoe-pegs, things in themselves 
uninteresting to children and in many 
eases only adding dryness to an already 
dry subject, for until a child can put 
its knowledge into real practical use, 
number work to the feeble-minded 
child is valueless. 

This principle holds true in all of 
our work. Children must have con- 
ceptive ideas before they can have 
possessive knowledge. A striking ex- 
ample of this was manifested in one of 
our school boys about four years ago, 
when this boy,a rather low grade child, 
was put in the woodwork class. The 
work did not seem to impress him 
favorably, until one day he brought a 
toy rabbit—an Easter visitor—to class 
and asked to cut one like his toy from 
wood. The teacher acquiesced gladly, 
hoping that this might prove his 
“open gateway’’ for other things. 
Since that time he has made several 
large pieces of furniture. Some were 
sent to the St. Louis Exposition, others 
placed in our cottages here. 

Numberless examples of like im- 
port could be cited—the study of real 
things in the Kindergarten class, our 
living readers, corn husks from our 
own fields used as raphia, ete., all of 
these demonstrating this one great 
principle: If best results would be 








obtained find the child’s ‘Open 
Sesame’’ and then develope along this 
line, making it always paramount. 

A. F. M. 
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It will be a great help in our prep- 
arations for Christmas if all boxes and 
packages which parents and friends 
send to the children are sent so that 
they reach us not later than Wednes- 
day, December 20th. Anything com- 
ing later may not reach the children 
until after Christmas. 

Kindly address packages to those for 
whom they are intended, in care of 
the Superintendent. Also enclose list 
ot contents and name of sender. 
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Our Christmas entertainment this 
year promises tobe the best we have 
ever given. Each year we feel more 
and more the great educational value 
to our children of our entertainments. 
105 children will take part in the 
Christmas play, the title of which is 
“*The Crystal Ball.’’? The children are 
enthusiastic at the rehearsals and this 
promises to be the most successful 
entertainment we have ever given. 
The time set for the entertainment is 
Wednesday, Dee. 27th,in Garrison Hall 
here at the Training School. The 
usual admisson (25e.) will be charged. 
We greatly hope for the sale of many 
tickets, for the children’s Christmas 
pleasures and toys are to be paid for 
from the proceeds of the entertain- 
ment. If you can be here, procure 
your tickets early so as to get good 
seats. If you cannot come, buy a 
couple of tickets anyhow—confident 
that the money so spent will make 
some children have a merrier Christ- 
mas. 
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The Teachers Entertainment this 


month was given by the pupils of Miss 
Morris’s classes. It was all thru a 
jolly entertainment, which took much 
training but gave great pleasure. 
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The Training School. 


Published monthly by the New Jersey 
Training School for Feeble-Minded Girls 
and Boys, Vineland, N. J. We wish ths 
paper to be self-supporting. Send sub- 
scriptions (25c. per annum) to E. R. 
Johnstone, Superintendent. 


The School was founded and incor- 
porated as a public charitable institu- 
tion in 1888 by a number ofthe philan- 
thropic citizens of the State. It is built 
upon the cottage plan, sothat close class- 
ification is possible, and is intended to 
give care and training to those children 
whose mental condition prevents their 
attending the public schools. 
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Please renew your subscription promptly. 


While Christmas joys shine in your 
home—and you plan to spend so 
much for your eldest child, so much 
for your youngest, ete , will you not 
think of the child here who has neither 
father nor mother to plan for its 
Christmas. We shall do our best and 
every child shall have some present 
but what that present may be depends 
upon how much money we have for 
that purpose. Do you not want to 
contribute something—now—this very 
minute—tomorrow you may forget it. 
Send just one-tenth of what you are 
spending for your own child if you can 
do no better, and we shall make the 
best possible use of it. 


We have received word from Santa 
Claus that he will visit the Training 
School on Saturday evening Dee. 23rd, 
to attend the Christmas party and will 
fill the stockings—the whole three 
hundred and fifty of which are to hang 
up in Garrison Hall—sometime be- 
tween Saturday night and Monday 
morning at ten o'clock, 


CHRISTMAS NOTES. 


Our children have written their 
letters to Santa Claus and if the child 
has parents or other relatives the 
letters are being sent to them. To 
these we would say—the children ask 
for many things but do not send more 
than what is reasonable and what you 
ean afford, for we shall try to make 
the Christmas a happy one anyhow, 
and even a little, sent with a loving 
heart will make for your child a Merry 
Christmas. 
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This paper will reach many who 
have no e¢hildren in the Training 
School. Don’t they want to play 
Santa Claus for some children who 
have no parents or friends outside of 
the School? The letters to Santa 
contain many reasonable requests 
which could be granted if we had the 
means, and it is a_ sad little heart on 
Christmas morning that feels that 
Santa ‘‘couldn’t have never got my 
letter.”’ 
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A number of our children ask Santa 
for Christmas presents which his 
pocketbook is not quite full enough to 
provide. If any of our friends see 
their way clear to send us any of the 
following articles, either new or second 
hand, they may feel sure of giving 
great pleasure to those who ask. 

Express wagons are in great demand 
by the smaller boys and girls and es- 
pecially in the nursery groups. 
Sweaters are considered ‘‘quite the 
thing’’ and serve well as articles of 
clothing. A number of our boys would 
appreciate and take good care of 
dollar watches. So much real pleasure 
is derived from musi¢e in any form 
that we shall heartily weleome anything 
in the way of music boxes. Santa has 
never been able to supply those asked 
for and as a source of entertainment 
for large groups of children they have 
no superior. 
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GIFTS. 


It isa constant source of regret to 
us that all who so kindly donate money 
and other gifts cannot see the pleas- 
ure given and the good done by their 
liberality. The following has been 
received since our last issue and is 
gratefully acknowledged. 


Miss Ida LaRue, Chestnut Hill, Pa.,$ 
Mrs. Josie B. Dudley, W. New York, 
Mrs. George B. Staats, Plainfield, 

M. H. Saunders, W. Newbury, Mass., 
Jacob Casper, Hoboken, 

Mrs. W. Nicklas, Newark, | 

Mrs. A. P. Milner, Ocean City, 

A. L. Fiedler, Atlantic City, 

Wm. B. Davis. New Brunswick, 
Jacob Kalshoven, Jersey City 
Humphrey, Overbrook. Pa., 
Mrs. John S. West, Wynnewood, Pa., 
R, E. Williams, Vineland 

Mrs. R. E. Williams, Vineland, 
L. B. Alexander, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Mrs. Mary Von Ahn, Hoboken, 

Mrs. 8. E. Weigand, Jersey City, 
Martin Flanagan, Jersey City, | 

Mrs. M. Dougherty, Philadelphia, 
Mrs. David Dolan, Orange, $ % 

Mrs, John Black, Bellingham, Wash.. 

uise C. Treyz, Brooklyn, , 

Mrs. Mary Stonebrink, Newark, 

Mrs. David Biederbeck. Riverside, 
KE. E. Clark, New York Citv, 

Mrs. Anna Haberkorn,, N. Y. City, 
Mrs. Isabella Liddie, Newark, 
Jane RK. Morrow, Westfield, 

ohn Crawshaw, Newark, 

rs. Erhardt Buechs, Newark 
Mr. and Mrs Henry Koehler, Newark, 
Mrs. Katharine Weigand, N. Y. City, 
- McDonough, Jersey City, . 
Collected by Chas. Korif, Jersey City, 
Mrs. Wm. A. Weber, Millville, 
Elmer E. Crane, Newark, 
Alex. M. Paglor, Vineland, 
. M. Bage, vanston. IIlL., 

Mrs. H. M. Sage, Evanston, IIl., 
Theodore J. Mueller, Trenton, 
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S. J. Roemer, Paterson, 1 
Mary B. Tyler, New York City, 2 
Mrs. Geo. Stagmeier, Newark, 2 
Williamson & Cassedy, Phila. Pa. 10 
Dorothy Caterson, New York City, 5 
Mrs. B. Stites, Newark, 1 
Samuel Watkins, Eatontown, 5 
Collected by Mrs. Louisa Heilman, 
ewark, rt 
E. Z. Collings, Laurel Springs, 5 
Maurice Fels, Philadelphia, Pa., 25 
Mrs. Thos. Sinnickson, Salem, 10 


We have also received from B. C. 
Tillinghast, of Philadelphia, a most 
bountiful gift of rubber balls for 
Christmas; from a number of ladies 
of Daretown, 120 jars of very fine 
fruits; from Mrs. Hotaling of Vineland, 
two dressed chickens for Thanksgiv- 
ing; from Frank W. Allen of Wyckoff, 


two dressed turkeys for the Moore 
Cottage boys; from Mrs. Julia Dailey 
of Atlantie City, a fine lot of nuts and 
candies; from the Edgewater Milling 
Co., of Seeley, one barrel of flour; 
from Geo. W. Leach of Vineland, one 
erate of cranberries. 


THANKSGIVING COLLECTIONS. 


We have not yet heard from many 
of the churches which so kindly take 
up Thanksgivng collections for our 
work, but are glad to make some 
acknowledgment for those that have 
come in thus far. 


For a number of years we have been 
setting aside these Thanksgiving 
collections into a special fund for the 
maintenance of indigent children for 
whom no other provision is made. The 
money given each year in this way 
has amounted to about enough to 
maintain one child, but had it been 
used from year to year that would 
have been the end of it, so it was 
thought best to put it into a fund. 
This has grown to such proportions 
that its interest now provides for the 
eare of one child and part of another. 
The provision is thus permanent, and 
all of those who have contributed in 
this way may have the satisfaction of 
knowing that their money—like any 
good act—goes on doing good forever. 

We add to this fund not only all 
Thanksgiving collections, but all 
ehurch or Sunday School collections 
tuken at any time during the year. 

We have received to date the 
following: 

Union Thanksgiving collection, 
Matawan, $16 69; Pleasantville, $4 58; 
Moorestown, $8 50; Clayton, $5 00; 
M. E. Chureh Thanksgiving Collect- 
ion, Oceanic, $3 64; M. E. and Baptist 
Churehes, Pemberton, $4 17; Milford, 


$16 51; Lakewood, $2925; Tucker- 
ton, $484; Collingswood, $7 25; 


Williamstown, $5 50. 











